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March 15, 1995 Contact: AdeleZ. Silver 

The Cleveland Museum of Art Celebrates Cleveland's Bicentennial 


To honor the citizens and City of Cleveland on its 200th anniversary, the Cleveland 
Museum of Art plans a cycle of four major exhibitions during 1996. Robert P. Bergman, director 
of the museum, says, "We have crafted an exhibition program with four distinct components that 
together form a remarkable celebratory series." The exhibitions are: 

Pharaohs of Egypt: Treasures of Egyptian Art from the Louvre 
February 11 - April 14, 1996 

Transformations in Cleveland Art: 1825-1945 
May 19 - July 21, 1996 

Contemporary Art Exhibition (title to be announced) 

August 25 - October 27, 1996 

Legacy of Light: Master Photographs from The Cleveland Museum of Art 
November 24, 1996 - February 2, 1997 


An International Celebration 

In a rare international event, thirty exceptional works of Egyptian art from the renowned 
collections of the Louvre will travel to the United States for a unique exhibition. Pharaohs of 
Egypt: Treasures of Egyptian Art from the Louvre will be on view only at the Cleveland 
Museum, a vivid testament to the place of Cleveland and its museum in the international art 
world. 


All major periods in 3,000 years of Egyptian history are represented in this exhibition. 
The works, chosen for their aesthetic quality, range in size from five-inch statuettes to over-life- 
size colossal portraits. The exhibition, the first to focus on kingship, the basis of ancient Egyptian 
civilization, examines royal portraiture for insights into traditions and innovations in Egyptian art. 
Of the thirty works coming, twenty-eight have never been seen in the United States. Related 
works from the Cleveland Museum's choice collection will be exhibited with the Louvre loans. 

The dismantling of the Louvre's Egyptian galleries for renovation provides this 
extraordinary opportunity for Americans to see some of the most important works of art from one 
of the world's preeminent collections. Established in the 1820s, the Louvre's Egyptian collection 
has developed into one remarkable for its size (50,000 objects) and historical significance, as well 
as— and most important-for the quality of its rare and beautiful holdings. 
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Well-known masterpieces, most in stone, include the celebrated Bull Palette, from the 
Predynastic period, showing the king in the form of a bull trampling an enemy, and the magnificent red 
quartzite Head ofDjedefra (the son of Cheops), from a sphinx. The renowned portrait sculpture of the 
Middle Kingdom period is embodied to perfection in the life-size Seated Statue ofSesostris III, in 
granodiorite. The great New Kingdom pharaohs Amenhotep III, Akhenaten (with and without Queen 
Nefertiti), Tutankhamen, and Ramesses II are each represented in sculpture in the round and in painted 
relief. The latest work of art in the exhibition is a marble Portrait of a Roman Emperor, Probably Nero, 
in full pharaonic regalia. 

A fully illustrated catalogue will be prepared by Lawrence M. Berman, Cleveland's assistant 
curator of ancient art and resident curator of the exhibition, and Bernadette Letellier, curator and chief 
conservator in the Department of Egyptian Antiquities of the Louvre. The exhibition is sponsored by 
Society Bank/KeyCorp. 


A Celebration of Cleveland's Historic Creativity 

A pioneering exhibition. Transformations in Cleveland Art: 1825-1945 is the first exhibition to 
examine the evolution of Cleveland's rich artistic heritage from tire era of the city's founding to the mid- 
twentieth century. The show revisits the careers of such nationally acclaimed figures as Margaret 
Bourke-White, Charles Burchfield, William Zorach, Clarence Carter, and Hughie Lee-Smith to examine 
the original contexts of their most famous creations. 

Featuring the achievements of more than sixty men and women-including ceramicist Viktor 
Schreckengost, designer Louis Rorimer, and Charles Sallee, an African-American artist of the interracial 
Karamu House— the exhibition investigates the artistic communities that interpreted Cleveland's 
transformation from a canal village to an industrial center. To clarify the nature of Cleveland's urban 
legacy, more than two hundred paintings, prints, sculptures, photographs, and decorative arts have been 
selected from museums and private collections across the United States. 

An extensive catalogue for the exhibition is being prepared by William H. Robinson, assistant 
curator of modem art at the Cleveland Museum, and David H. Steinberg, Cleveland's assistant curator of 
paintings and assistant professor of art history at Case Western Reserve University. Other scholars with 
special expertise in prints, photographs, decorative arts, sociology, political science, and local history are 
also contributing to the project. 

Exhibition support is provided in part by the law firm of Hahn Loeser & Parks. 


A Contemporary Celebration of Place 

The City of Cleveland is the theme of an exhibition that is a collaboration among The Cleveland 
Museum of Art, the Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art, and SPACES, a Cleveland exhibition center 
for new art. Artists living in Cleveland or far from Cleveland, all regionally and nationally known, will 
be commissioned to explore their reactions to Cleveland's culture, economics, politics, and geography 
through various media, from paintings to site-specific installations. Their stances will likely range from 
celebratory to critical, and their focus, from the rejuvenation of Cleveland's downtown to the city's hidden 
or overlooked aspects. 
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Responsible curators will be Susan Channing, director, and Julie Fehrenbach, associate director, of 
SPACES; Gary Sangster, director of the Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art; and Tom Hmson, the 
Cleveland Museum's curator of contemporary art. 


A Celebration of the Community's Newest Artistic Treasur e 

One of the Museum's remarkable achievements of the last decade has been the establishment of 
an important collection of photographs. Building the collection in classic Cleveland Museum style one 
choice piece at a time, each selected for its telling place in the history of the medium, the curator and 
directors and private supporters-along with a generous challenge grant from the National Endowment for 
the Arts—have created a new and valuable resource for all the citizens of Greater Cleveland. 

One-hundred-fifty key works from the collection, which now numbers more than a thousand 
photographs, will be exhibited together in Legacy of Light: Master Photographs from The Cleveland 
Museum of Art. They span the history of photography, from a rare outdoor daguerreotype of a horse 
(1841-43)--an amazi ng work, given the technology-to works by today's photographers, including recent 
triptychs by Hiroshi Sugimoto and Richard Long. The exhibition will capitalize on the Museum's 
especially strong holdings of 19th-century English and French artists, which document extraordinary 
technical and aesthetic milestones in photography, and on the Museum's 1989 acquisitions of works by 
living American photographers. 

A catalogue of the Museum's complete photography holdings will be prepared in connection with 
thi s Bicentennial exhibition by Tom E. Hinson, the Museum's curator of contemporary art, with an 
introduction by Evan H. Turner, former director of The Cleveland Museum of Art. 

Support for the exhibition and catalogue research is provided by The Cleveland Foundation. 




For additional information, photographs, or color slides, please contact Adele Z. Silver, Manager, 
Communications & Marketing, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 1 1 150 East Boulevard, Cleveland OH 
44106-1797; 216/421-7340. 

Please check exhibition titles and dates before publishing, as these may change. 



